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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re application of: 
SONE 

Serial No.: New Application Group Art Unit: 

Filed: June 25, 2001 Examiner: 

For: PREPAID AVAILABLE NUMBER-OF-TIMES-OF-UNITARY-USE STORAGE 
MEDIUM FOR MAKING USE OF PAY SERVICES, INITIAL VALUE-SETTING 
SYSTEM AND DEVICE, AND OPERATING SYSTEM 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 June 25, 2001 

Sir: 

Prior to calculation of the filing fee and prior to the examination of this 
application, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows. A copy of the marked-up original claims 
is attached showing the changes as set forth in amended 37 C.F.R. 1 .121 . 

5. (Amended) An initial value-setting device (1 ) which is a computer and 
provided with the initial value-setting system (10) according to claim 1, 2 or 3. 
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9. (Amended) A prepaid available number-of-times-of-unitary-use 
storage medium (8) for making use of a certain toll or pay service which is a storage 



medium to be used in the operating system (1) according to claim 6 and has a rewritable 
storage area of a number of times of unitary use. 



REMARKS 

The above amendments to the claims have been made to correct the multiple 
dependency of the claims and to put the application in better condition for examination. No 
new matter has been added. 

In the event that any fees are due in connection with this paper, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 01-2300. 

Respectfully submitted, 



ARENT FOX KINTNER PLOTKIN & KAHN, PLLC 




Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 22,663 

Atty. Docket No.: P1 07390-00006 

Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn, PLLC 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20036-5339 
Telephone No. (202) 857-6000 
Facsimile No. (202) 638-4810 



DTN/hk 



Claims- 

1. An initial value-setting system (10) for setting the initial available 
numbers of times of unitary use (P) of prepaid available numberof-times- 
of-unitary-use storage media (8) for making use of a certain toll or pay 

5 service, the initial value-setting system (10) comprising a means for re- 
ceiving purchase-application data on each medium (8) including its pur- 
chase date and time (DT) through a communication network (N), a storage 
area for storing the opening date and time (DTS) of advance sale of the 
media (8), a storage area for storing the closing date and time (DTO) of the 

10 advance sale, a storage area for storing the closing date and time (DTP) of 
ordinary sale, as distinct from the advance sale, of the media (8), and an 
initial value -setting means for setting the initial numbers (P) of media (8) 
with purchase dates and times (DT) between the opening and closing dates 
and times (DTS and DTO) higher than those (P) of media (8) with purchase 

15 dates and times (DT) between the closing dates and times (DTO and DTE). 

2. An initial value-setting system (10) as claimed in claim 1 of which 
the initial value-setting means sets the initial numbers (P) of media (8) 
with purchase dates and times (DT) between the closing dates and times 
(DTO and DTE) in a way such that the earlier the purchase dates and 

20 times (D7) of the media (8) are, the larger the initial numbers (P) of the 
media (8) are. 

3. An initial value-setting system (10) as claimed in claim 1 of which 
the initial value -setting means sets one and the same number (P) for all 
media (8) with purchase dates and times (DT) between the opening and 

25 closing dates and times (DTS and DTO). 

4. An initial value-setting system (10) as claimed in claim 1, 2, or 3 
including a storage area for storing a target annual sales (2) of the media 
(8), a storage area for storing a selling price (10 of the media (8), a storage 
area for storing a toll (Eo) expressed in a number of times of unitary use of 

30 the service, a storage area for storing a most preferential initial number of 
times of unitary use (A) applicable to media (8) purchased during the ad- 
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vance sale, and a storage area for storing the sales (Y7) from the opening 
date and time (DT& to the purchase date and time (D7) of each medium (8), 
the initial value -setting means having a function fi(DT) to calculate the 
number of days (Q from the closing date and time (DTO) to the purchase 
5 date and time (Df) of each media (8), a function £(C, A, Eo) to calculate a 
preferential initial number of times of unitary use (m) at the purchase date 
and time (Df) of said medium (8) based on the number of days (O, the most 
preferential initial number of times of unitary use (A), and the toll {Eo), a 
function &(m t 2) to calculate the ratio (JO of the preferential initial number 
10 of times of unitary use (m) of said medium (8) to the target annual sales (2) 
of the media (8), and a function &(X, Y7) to calculate the final initial num- 
ber of times of unitary use (P) for said medium (8) based on the ratio (JO 
and the sales (Y7) at the purchase date and time (Df) of said medium. 

5. An initial value-setting device (l) which is a computer and provided 

15 with the initial value-setting system (10) according to claim 1, 2^3, or 4Q 3« 

6. An operating system of prepaid available number-of-times-of- 
unitary-use storage media (8) for making use of a certain toll or pay service 
comprising the initial value-setting device (l) according to claim 5 which 
sets the initial available numbers of times of unitary use (P) of the media 

20 (8) and has a means for transmitting the initial numbers (P), purchase- 
application- data input devices (2) each to input and transmit purchase- 
application data on each medium (8) to the initial value-setting device (l) 
through a communication network N, writing devices (3) each to receive the 
initial number (P) of each medium (8) from the initial value-setting device 

25 (l) through the communication network N and write the initial number (P) 
in said medium (8), and rewriting devices 4 each to rewrite the remaining 
available number of times of unitary use of said user's medium (8) every 
time each user makes use of the service. 

7. An operating system of prepaid available number-of-times-of- 
30 unitary-use storage media (8) for making use of a certain toll or pay service 

comprising (i) the initial value-setting device (l) according to claim 5 which 
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sets the initial numbers of times of unitary use {P) of the media (8) and has 
a means for transmitting the initial numbers Cf), (ii) mobile communica- 
tion terminals (5) each including a means for inputting purchase- 
application data on a medium (8), a means for transmitting the purchase- 
5 application data on the medium (8) to the initial value-setting device (l) 
through a communication network (N), a means for receiving the initial 
number (P) of the medium (8) from the initial value-setting device (l) 
through the communication network (N), and a means for writing the ini- 
tial number (P) in the medium (8), and (iii) a rewriting device (4) to rewrite 
10 the remaining available number of times of unitary use of said user's me- 
dium (8) every time each user makes use of the service. 

8. An operating system of prepaid available numberof-times-of- 
unitaryuse storage media (8) for making use of a certain toll or pay service 
comprising (i) the initial value-setting device (l) according to claim 5 which 

15 sets the initial numbers of times of unitary use (P of the media (8) and has 
a means for transmitting the initial numbers Cf), (ii) information- 
processing terminals (6) each including a means for inputting purchase- 
application data on a medium (8), a means for transmitting the purchase- 
application data on the medium (8) to the initial value-setting device (l) 

20 through a communication network (N), a means for receiving the initial 
number {P) of the medium (8) from the initial value-setting device (l) 
through the communication network (N), and a means for writing the ini- 
tial number (P in the medium (8), and (iii) a rewriting device 4 to rewrite 
the remaining available number of times of unitary use of said user's me- 

25 dium (8) every time each user makes use of the service. 

9. A prepaid available number-of-times-of-unitary-use storage medium 
(8) for making use of a certain toll or pay service which is a storage medium 
to be used in the operating system (1) according to claim 6,(7, or 8|and has a 
rewritable storage area of a number of times of unitary use. 
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Abstract 

Prepaid available number-of-times-of-unitary-use storage medium for 
making use of pay services, initial value-setting system and device, and 
operating system 

An initial value-setting system (10) for setting the initial available 
numbers of times of unitary use (P) of prepaid available number-of-times- 
of-unitary-use storage media (8) for making use of a certain toll or pay 
service, the initial value-setting system (10) comprising a means for re- 
ceiving purchase-application data on each medium (8) including its pur- 
chase date and time (DT) through a communication network (N), a storage 
area for storing the opening date and time (DT& of advance sale of the 
media (8), a storage area for storing the closing date and time (DTO) of the 
advance sale, a storage area for storing the closing date and time (DT$) of 
ordinary sale, as distinct from the advance sale, of the media (8), and an 
initial value-setting means for setting the initial numbers (P) of media (8) 
with purchase dates and times (DT) between the opening and closing dates 
and times (DTS and DTO) higher than those (P) of media (8) with purchase 
dates and times {DT) between the closing dates and times (DTO and DTjfy. 



